
 

Summer Reading 2018 

Theme Study 

 
A theme is a general idea or observation about human nature.  Themes include such things as 
friendship, love, danger, the future/past, duty, overcoming limitations, honor, bravery, betrayal, 
trust, good vs. evil, etc.  Themes can also describe the moral or lesson a story teaches. 
 
Part I: Textual Evidence 
Identify a theme in your chosen summer reading novel.  As you read, record quotes/passages 
that demonstrate that theme.  Be sure to include the page number you are quoting from!  You 
must identify AT LEAST 10 QUOTES that demonstrate your chosen theme. 

 

Novel  

Author  

Theme  

 

Page Number Quote How does this quote demonstrate 
your chosen theme? 
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Part II: Literary Essay 
Now that you have finished your summer reading novel, and have identified passages that 
demonstrate a chosen theme, explain the development of the theme over the course of the 
book in a brief literary essay.  Responses MUST BE AT LEAST 2 PARAGRAPHS in length.  Be 
sure to quote your textual evidence with proper MLA Citations (Author’s Last Name pg#).  
 
Consider the following: What lesson(s) are there to be had from the theme?  What does the 
theme have to say about human nature/life/the human experience?  How do the lessons taught 
by the theme relate to your life?  Did you have any predictions relating to the theme that came 
true? 
 
Example: 
One of the themes in Gennifer Choldenko’s novel, Al Capone Shines My Shoes  is friendship. 
Sometimes, juggling close friendships with multiple people can be a tricky thing.  The main 
character of the novel, Moose, has two best friends. Jimmy is his best friend on Alcatraz Island, 
even though they don’t share the same interests as Moose notes, “...Jimmy has become my 
best friend on Alcatraz, despite the fact that he stinks at baseball...” (Choldenko 11). Scout is his 
best friend from back home.  When Scout comes to visit Moose, Jimmy gets jealous because 
Moose gives Scout a baseball that a convict touched.  When Jimmy asks Moose why he did 
that, Moose replies:  
 

“He’s my friend.” 
“Your best friend,” Scout adds. 
“And what am I?” Jimmy asks 
“You’re my best friend too, but look, Jimmy, you live here.”(Choldenko 47)  

 
While reading, I predicted that this conflict and jealousy between Moose’s best friends 

would become a major problem in the story.  My prediction was accurate as Jimmy and Moose 
continued to have arguments throughout the novel.  Jimmy felt left out whenever Scout came to 
Alcatraz stating, “The guys at my school are just like Scout.  You can’t play ball, you’re no 
one...You’re the only guy who likes what I like.  It’s kind of important…” (Choldenko 78).  His 
jealousy towards Moose’s friendship with Scout even lead him to reveal a secret hideout only he 
and Moose knew about: “ I told Annie about this place too. Seeing as how he  she’s another of 
your best friends…” (Choldenko 121).  Al Capone Shines My Shoes  teaches a valuable lesson 
about friendship in that it’s important to address problems with your friends when they arise. 
Had Moose talked to Jimmy about the jealousy he was feeling towards Scout right off the bat, 
he could have saved himself a lot of trouble. 

 
Your Literary Essay 
[WRITE HERE] 
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